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TN THE CLAIMS 

L (Withdrawn) 

2. (Withdrawn) 

3. (Withdrawn) 

4. (Withdrawn) 
5- (Withdrawn) 

6. (Withdrawn) 

7. (Withdrawn) 

8. (Previously Presented) A plate comprising: 

a unitary body with a pair of portions each having a first width and a central portion 
disposed therebetween having a second width, the first width being substantially greater than 
the second width, and the body being fonned of cortical bone; and 

the unitary body further having at least one partially demineraUzed region with a third 
width stnaller than the second width, 

wherein the at least one partially demineralized region confers flexibility to the plate. 

9. (Previously Presented) The plate of claim 8, further comprising a 
plurality of fastener holes in the unitary body. 

10. (Previously Presented) The plate of claim 9, wherein the body has a 
central longitudinal axis, and the at least one partially demineralized region comprises a first 
at least partially demineralized region that is coaxial with the longitudinal axis. 

1 1 . (Previously Presented) The plate of claim 1 0, wherein the first at least 
partially demineralized region extends substantially across the unitary body. 

12. (Original) The plate of claim 10, wherein the fastener holes are disposed 
proximate ends of the body. 

13. (Previously Presented) The plate of claim 12, wherein the fastener holes 
are disposed on a central longitudinal axis> and the first at least partially demineralized region 
is coaxial therewith. 
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1 4. (Previously Presented) The plate of claim 1 3 , wherein the at least one 
partially deniiineralized region further comprises at least a second at least partially 
deminetalized region that is disposed transverse to the first at least partially demineralized 
region. 

15. (Original) The plate of claim 14, wherein the at least second at least partially 
demineralized region is generally perpendicular to the first at least partially demineralized 
region. 

16. (Original) The plate of claim 15, wherein the at least second at least partially 
demineralized region intersects at least one fastener hole. 

1 7. (Previously Presented) The plate of claim 8, wherein the body is 
relatively thin compared to each of the first widths and the second width. 

18. (Currently amended) A plate comprising: 

a imitary body formed of cortical bone havins a first portion, a second portion, and a 
central portion extending therebetween, the first and second portioi^ with a pair of portions 
eaeh having a first wid th, the fmd-a-central portion dispos e d thorobotsvoon having a second 
width, wherein the first width is being substantially greater than the second widt hs and tho 
body b e ing f u imod of cortical bon e; and 

wherein only a portion of the central portion is unitary body further having at least 
one-partially demineralized re^en for conferring , wherein th e at l e ast on e partia t ly 
dominerolig e d r e gion conf e rs flexibility to the plater-erad 

whoroin tho at looflt on e partially d e mineralie e d rogiQn oxt - ends sub s tantially acros s- th e 
s econd width and i s cotifigurod with edg e s e xt e nding transvorsQ to a central longitudmol axis 
of tho body . 

1 9. (Previously Presented) The plate of claim 1 7» wherein the body has a 
central longitudinal axis and the at least partially demineralized region extends transverse to 
the central longitudinal axis. 

20. (Previously Presented) The plate of claim 19, fiirther comprising a 
plurality of fastener holes in the unitary body. 

21- (Canceled) 
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22. (Original) The plate of claim 8, wherein the body has a central longitudinal 
axis, and the length of the body along the central axis is between about 1 0 mm and about 20 
mm. 

23. (Original) The plate of claim 22, wherein the fiist width is between about 4 
mm and about 7 mm. 

24. (Original) The plate of claim 23, wherein the body has a thickness between 
about 1 mm and about 3 mm. 

25. (Previously Presented) The plate of claim 23, wherein the first width is 
about 5 mm, and the body has a length of about 15 mm, along the central longitudinal axis 
and a thickness of about 2 mm transverse to the central longitudinal axis. 
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(Withdrawn) 
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(Withdrawn) 
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(Withdrawn) 
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(Withdrawn) 
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(Withdrawn) 
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(Withdrawn) 
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